4              PERSONNEL OF THE EPISCOPATE
to have been scholars or authoritative teachers ; M. Walter
Cantilupe, because he was the friend and confident of
Robert Grosseteste and Adam Marsh.
Of the forty magistri^ there were thirty bishops, whose
academic experience seems to have been a factor in pro-
motion or a real influence in their lives. About half of these
were scholars of some contemporary distinction ; twenty-
three had actively engaged in work in the dioceses.
In the group of c seculars * it is interesting that eight
came from Salisbury, seven from Lincoln, six from York,
and at least one bishop, Pandulf, and probably Alexander
Stavensby and John Gervais, from the Papal Curia.1
These statistics show roughly the proportion in which
various communities were represented in the episcopate,
providing a basis for a more particular examination of the
careers and achievements of the bishops. This can be
neither systematic nor fundamental, as the biographical
detail which can be collected from existing records is some-
what casual and superficial; but generally an attempt has
been made to stress whatever facts seem personal enough
to illustrate the different experiences and characters of the
various bishops, and these have been arranged, so far as
possible, to show the different contributions to the life of
their time of men who had had a monastic, administrative,
academic, or pastoral preparation for episcopal work.
1 Below, pp. 29, 82,